


Four centuries ago,
a Muslim woman ruled an empire. 

In 1611, thirty-four-year-old Nur Jahan became the 
twentieth and favorite wife of the Emperor Jahangir, who 
ruled the vast Mughal Empire. An astute politician as 
well as a talented dress designer and innovative architect 
whose work inspired her stepson’s Taj Mahal, Nur was 
the only woman to acquire the stature of Empress in her 
male-dominated world. Here, she finally receives her due in 
a deeply researched and evocative biography that awakens 
us to a fascinating history.

W. W. NORTON
WWNORTON.COM

“Ruby Lal has written a classic.” 
—Amanda Foreman, 

author of The World Made by Women

“Amazing!”
—Deepa Mehta, 

filmmaker and screenwriter

“Lush and sensuous, a jewel of a book.”
—Rosalind Miles, 

author of Who Cooked the Last Supper?
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